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We in the United States owe Greece a debt

of gratitude, for being our steady partners and
friends over many years, for inspiring our
thoughts about democracy, and for sending us
so many sons and daughters who have made
and continue to make a contribution to the
work of our Nation. I wish the people of
Greece and all Greek-Americans a very happy
Greek Independence Day, and I look forward
to sharing the celebration in years to come.

Mr. REID. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate the 175th anniversary of Greek
Independence Day, which falls on March 25.
On this historic day, the Greek people broke
from the Ottoman Empire after more than 400
years of foreign domination, clearly dem-
onstrating their long-standing and continuing
love of freedom.

Greece’s democratic ideals and institutions
continue to inspire people and nations around
the world, and they have enabled the United
States and Greece to enjoy a strong relation-
ship. The contributions that Greek-Americans
have made in our society are especially evi-
dent in my home State of Rhode Island, where
the oldest Greek settlement dates back to the
late 1890’s. Many of the early Greek immi-
grants to the State worked as mill workers,
foundrymen, fishermen, or merchant seamen.
Today, the descendants of these hard-working
people form a proud and prosperous Greek-
American community, which continues to en-
rich Rhode Island and our Nation.

While we are here today to celebrate Greek
history and its contributions, it is also impor-
tant to recognize the continuing struggles of
the Greek people. For more than 20 years,
military occupation and human rights abuses
by Turkey continue to hamper efforts to bring
about a resolution to the situation in Cyprus.
The time has come to end the strife and vio-
lence that have racked Cyprus since the Turk-
ish invasion. I am a cosponsor of House Con-
current Resolution 42 which calls for the de-
militarization of Cyprus and I urge my col-
leagues to join as cosponsors. The United
States can and must play a role to help the
people of Cyprus and stabilize relations be-
tween Greece and Turkey.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate, the spiritual
leader for over 250 million Greek Orthodox
Christians, is located in Turkey and continues
to be the victim of harassment and terrorist at-
tacks. I am also a cosponsor of House Con-
current Resolution 50, which calls for the Unit-
ed States to insist that Turkey protect the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate and all Orthodox Chris-
tians residing in Turkey and I would urge my
colleagues to sign onto this important legisla-
tion.

The relationship between the United States
and Greece continues to be of political, eco-
nomical, and social importance. It is my hope
we will continue to strengthen the bond be-
tween the United States and Greece, and to
promote peace and stability in this region of
the world. I would like to commend my col-
leagues, Representatives BILIRAKIS and
MALONEY, for forming the Congressional Cau-
cus on Hellenic Issue. As a member of this
caucus, I look forward to working with them
and my other colleagues to heighten aware-
ness of issues of concern to the Greek-Amer-
ican community and to further our mutually
beneficial relationship with Greece.

In closing, I am proud to participate in the
celebration of Greek Independence Day. I
wish to extend my congratulations and best

wishes on this day to the millions of Greek-
Americans and all the citizens of Greece.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. LIPINSKI] is recognized for 60 min-
utes.

[Mr. LIPINSKI addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
CHABOT] is recognized for 60 minutes.

[Mr. CHABOT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. WATERS (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today and the balance of
the week on account of official busi-
ness.

Mr. OLVER (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for today on account of per-
sonal business.
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. NADLER) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 60 minutes, today.
Mr. LIPINSKI, for 60 minutes, today.
Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana, for 60 min-

utes, today.
Mr. SANDERS, for 60 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. HAYWORTH) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mrs. MORELLA, for 5 minutes, on
March 21.

Mr. CHRISTENSEN, for 5 minutes, on
March 21.

Mrs. SEASTRAND, for 5 minutes, on
March 21.

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut, for 5
minutes, on March 21.

f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

Mr. DREIER, and to include extra-
neous matter, on the Dreier amend-
ment to H.R. 2202, in the Committee of
the Whole today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. NADLER) and to include ex-
traneous matter:)

Mr. BECERRA.

Mr. NEAL OF MASSACHUSETTS.
Mr. VISCLOSKY.
Mrs. MALONEY in two instances.
Mr. HAMILTON.
Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts.
Mr. ACKERMAN in two instances.
Mr. LANTOS.
Mr. REED.
Mr. GORDON.
Mr. JACOBS.
Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin.
Mr. CONDIT.
Ms. HARMAN.
Mr. POSHARD in two instances.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. HAYWORTH) and to include
extraneous matter:)

Mr. SAXTON.
Mr. WALKER.
Mr. KING.
Mr. FLANAGAN.
Mr. DAVIS.
Mr. CRANE.
Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. BILIRAKIS.
Mr. GOODLING.
Mr. BURTON of Indiana.
Mr. GILMAN in two instances.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. KLINK) and to include ex-
traneous matter:)

Mr. ROHRABACHER.
Mr. PORTER.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 29 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, March 21, 1996, at 10
a.m.

f

CONTRACTUAL ACTIONS, CAL-
ENDAR YEAR 1994 TO FACILI-
TATE NATIONAL DEFENSE

The Clerk of the House of Represent-
atives submits the following report for
printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
pursuant to section 4(b) of Public Law
85–804:
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE,

Washington, DC, Mar. 14, 1996.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: In compliance with

Section 4(a) of Public Law 85–804, enclosed is
the calendar year 1995 report entitled Ex-
traordinary Contractual Actions to Facili-
tate the National Defense.

Section A, Department of Defense Sum-
mary, indicates that 35 contractual actions
were approved and that two were dis-
approved. Those approved include actions for
which the Government’s liability is contin-
gent and can not be estimated.

Section B, Department Summary, presents
those actions which were submitted by af-
fected Military Departments/Agencies with
an estimated or potential cost of $50,000 or
more. A list of contingent liability claims is
also included where applicable. The Defense
Logistics Agency, Ballistic Missile Defense
Organization, Defense Information Systems
Agency, Defense Mapping Agency, and the
Defense Nuclear Agency reported no actions,
while the Departments of the Army, Navy,
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